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Land 
Acknowledgement 



This project is centered on the unceded land of the Methow peoples, including the 
Methow, Chelan, Wenatchi, Entiat, Columbia, Okanogan, Lakes, Colville, Sanpoil, 
Nespelem, Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce, and Palus people. We ask you to 
join us in acknowledging the Methow community, their elders both past and 
present, as well as future generations. We also acknowledge that the cities of the 
Valley as we know them today were founded upon exclusions and erasures of 
many Indigenous peoples. This acknowledgement demonstrates a commitment to 
contributing to the process of working to dismantle the ongoing legacies of settler 
colonialism. 



WWU Campus Sustainability Planning Studio
● 10-week long summer course

● 16 students, all housed in Twisp, Winthrop, 
or Mazama

● Teams engage in local problem-based 
research projects aimed at helping 
communities achieve sustainability in many 
different realms including environment, 
human health, economy, and social equity. Image: Courtesy of Joshua Porter



What is sustainability?

From the WWU Office of Sustainability: “Sustainability: 
protects local and global ecology, upholds social equity, 
creates economic vitality, and maintains human health.”

Our definition: a sustainable solution is one that 
creatively addresses the root cause of multifaceted 

problems to mutually benefit all parties involved and 
empower systemic change.



Statement of Need
● Student housing for future eight 

month (April- November)  fellowship 
programs as part of Huxley 
College’s Campus Sustainability 
and Planning Studio Fellowship.

● Sustainable, mobile tiny homes to 
house WWU students engaged in 
place-based education programs 
without contributing to the housing 
crisis in the Methow Valley. Idahome Cascade custom exterior, Image: Tiny 

Idahomes



Project Goals
● Sustainable Solutions to Student 

Housing within Housing Crisis

● Sustainable Land Stewardship

● Inspiration and Education

Bridge at Twisp Ponds site



Background Research
● Housing crisis in the 

Methow Valley

● Community 
perspectives on 
alternative and creative 
solutions to housing

● Mobile tiny home 
sustainability

Image: Methow Valley Citizens Council



Connection to the UN Sustainable Development Goals

● 17 “buckets” as guides for a sustainable future
● Can be implemented at any scale 



Methodology



Benchmarking Existing Projects

● Community Layouts

● Tiny Home Options
Student Preference Survey

● Evaluate Preferences and Priorities 

● Multiple Choice and Short-Answer

● List Additional Desired Amenities or Features



Stakeholder Identification and Interviews:

● Stakeholders
○ Someone who has 

interest/concern for the outcome 
of this field station.

○ hose who without support and 
guidance this project would not 
progress

○ Valuable sources of information

● Interviews
○ Primary source of contact with 

the stakeholders
○ Questions based off expertise 
○ Follow-up meetings/Updates



Results



Twisp Ponds Land

● 37-acre parcel owned by the Methow 
Salmon Recovery Foundation

● Located half a mile from Twisp up the 
Twisp River

● Supports two wells and one structure 
called the “Yellow Barn”

● Is also connected to the town septic 
system and access to electricity

● Currently a working restoration site Image: Twisp Ponds Yellow 
Barn



Image: Twisp Ponds Left Bank Restoration Planset



Permitting Process

● Which permits are necessary?
● What work must be done 

before submitting the permit 
application?

● How can our project be applied 
to other communities?





Student Preferences Survey Results

● Shared Kitchen
● Shared Bathroom space
● Hangout space
● Parking
● Interest in Land Stewardship



Building Structures and Amenities

● Two Tiny Home Models, The 
Cascade and The Pioneer

● Offer range of potential housing 
customization



The Pioneer

● 170 sq ft
● Solo Housing or Shared 

Kitchen/Bathroom Structure

Images: Tiny Idahomes (Pioneer)



The Cascade

● 220 sq ft
● Shared living space
● Full amenities or access to shared 

kitchen/bathroom unit

Images: Tiny Idahomes (Cascade)



Recommendations



Sustainable Building Design
● On-site solar power
● South- and east-facing 

windows, skylights
● High R-value insulation
● Rainwater capturing 

systems

Image: Construction Links Network



Housing options
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Description Two people living in 
a tiny home with full 
amenities

One person living in a 
tiny home with full 
amenities

Two people in a tiny 
home that share a 
kitchen/bathroom unit 
with another tiny 
home

Number of people 
accommodated 

2 1 4(2 per sleeping unit)

Shared 
bathroom/kitchen

Yes (with roommate) No Yes (with three 
others)

Which unit from 
Idahomes is being 
used

Cascade Pioneer Cascade (Sleeping 
unit), Pioneer 
(Kitchen/Bathroom)

Total Cost $52,100 $36,995 $145,933

Cost per person $26,050 $36,995 $36,483



Addressing the Housing Crisis In The Methow Valley
● Potential Uses of our 

Recommendations include 
housing for:

● Youth Climate Corps based out of 
the Methow Valley

● Displaced victims of natural 
disasters

Image: Methow Valley News



Field Station Layout

● Community-building spaces

● Shared gear locker

● Shared kitchen

● Inspiration from Indigenous 

communities

● Connection to the Eco-Share Project



Individual mobile living units with shared kitchen, bathroom, and 
hangout spaces

 Image: Top Community Grants



Sustainable Land Stewardship

● Trail maintenance

● Native plant monitoring and 
invasive species control

● Salmon restoration

● Monitoring of terrestrial and 
aquatic life

Image: Twisp Ponds Trail Discovery 
Guide 



Image: Twisp Ponds Trail Discovery Guide



Timeline

● Permitting process: 3-4 months
● Building process: uncertain

○ Developing the land, building roads or parking areas
○ Benchmarking initial condition of the land
○ Restoration projects
○ Construction of the structures
○ Retrofitting the Yellow Barn.



Monitoring and Evaluation
● More benchmarking and research 

from future project groups

● Resident well-being evaluations

● Detailed land stewardship 
observation sheets



Budget
● Flexible preliminary budget

● Recommended tiny home option per 
person ranges between $26,000 and 
$36,000

● Funding?



Summary



Special Thanks To...
Joshua Porter from WWU’s Community Learning Lab (and our 
project sponsor!)

Chris Johnson from the Methow Salmon Recovery Foundation



Comment, 
Questions, or 
Concerns?
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