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Executive Summary

ThemissionofthisprojectistoprovokeandimprovesustainabilitymovementsonWesternWash-
ington University's campus that are currently unseen. Throughout history and culture, art has been pres-
ent as part of the human experience. Visual communication has the power to transcend language barriers,
creatingavisuallanguage we allhave the opportunity tounderstand. Inthisway, art can be apowerful
tool in promoting change.

Arthasbeenusedinavarietyof waysacrossothercampusesinthecountrytodrawattentionto
sustainability movements. From art galleries showcasing student work under the title “Future Perfect:
Picturingthe Apothocene”in Albany New Yorktorusted car partsand junkdrugfromariverinAthens
Georgia and displayed in a “Home for Discarded Objects” art installation to a mobile trailer at Cascadia
Collegethatservestoeducatestudentsthroughavarietyof continually changingexhibitswithinthe
trailer itself, art has been used to educate and promote behavior change.

WesternWashington University hasthe opportunity todosomethingsimilar, utilizingtheartsto
both visualize and promote sustainability on campus. Moving forward, the most successful project would
beinteractive, attentiongrabbing, andbereusableyearafteryear. Consideringthis, the proposal put
forward, is to build a muralinstallation that creates a tunnel around the fountain in red square. The tunnel
willbe built of nine-foot tall by five-foot wide plywood panels, meaning that the artwork will not be
visibleunlessinside thetunnel. Thishelpstocreateanairof mystery, drawingpeople tothe piece, and
also helps to maintain their attention while experiencing it. On the outside, a few large questions could be
paintedrelatingtothethemeoftheartworkandgettingviewersthinkingbeforeenteringthepiece.The
tall walls block out scenery from the outside, while the circle of the tunnel around the fountain, channels
viewersinacirclefortheentiretyof the piece. Thepanelscouldbesecuredinavarietyof waysincluding
L-beam supports, triangular supports on the exterior, orbeamsrunning across the top andbases at
intervalstosupportthestructure. The tunnelwouldbeopentotheskyandlitbynaturallightduringthe
day. Intheeveningthereisthepotential for Edison lightstobestrungabove andaroundthe tunnelifitis
desiredthatthe piecebe continuallyvisibleandaccessible throughout the night. Night lightingwould
alsodeteranyvandalsduringthedurationof thepiece’sinstallation. The plywoodpanelswillbeeasyto
takedownandstorewhennotinuse. Theirdiversityinarrangementwillalso makeiteasy toadd more
panels during future years of the mural’sexhibition, and to paint over old panels to keep the story of
Western’s sustainability relevant.

Thesuccessoftheprojectwillbemeasuredinfeedbackfromstudents, faculty, staff,andallwho
experience the art. Success can also be measured through the publicity the piece generates, as one of the
goalsof the projectistomakesustainability oncampus more visible both tocommunitiesbothonand
off campus. Funding can be sources from a variety of campus resources, but primarily, the Sustainable
Action Fund.



Introduction

Western Washington University was one of the first schools in the nation to host a program
specificallyfocusedonenvironmentalstudiesthrough thefounding,in1969, of “Huxley College of the
Environment.” However, the university as a whole has continued to push past accomplishments in the field
of sustainabilityasif theyshould becelebratedinthe present, whileacontinuedsustainable focushas
taken the back burner. The value of sustainable action on college campuses cannot be understated. Itisa
place and time to teach the young people of the planet how to care for the earth through our day to day
actions. Italsohelpsustounderstand theimpact of largerinstitutions on the environment and how our
participationplaysintoit. Thereisacontinualneed tomakesustainabilitymovementsoncampusmore
visibleandindoingso, simultaneously motivate the campuscommunity toimprove theirsustainability
efforts.

By studying the behavior of students on campus and analyzing current conversations about
sustainability betweentheinstitutionanditsstudentswewillbeabletocreateaprojectthatnotonly
educated, but also facilitates behavior change. The goal of our project is to create anart installation that
reaches the widest campus audience possible, thus facilitating change in a variety of campus
communities. The artwork should be accessible, meaning that the language orimages used can be
understoodandinfluentialtoawiderangeofstudents, not justthosefocusedonenvironmentalstudies.
The work should be relevant, meaning it illustrates our current environmental situation and the school’s
currentmodesof promotingsustainabilityandsustainabilityeducation. Inhelpingtheworktomaintain
relevance shoulditbeused over multiple years, aspace of the muralshould be left plant and painted
added each year to help tell the continual story of Western’s sustainability. During the preliminary years,
the blank space should propose the question “What’s next?” Provoking thought and concern for the future
by students, staff, and everyone who experiences the artwork.

Inthe longrun, thisproject willnot only affect the experience of current students, butalsothe
experience of future students, and the image Western presents to communities both internal and external
to the University.
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Inspiration was drawn, not only from other
campuses, but from successful community mural
projects across the country, such as the Great Wall of
Los Angeles, pictured above. The wallstretches half a
miledowntheTujungaFlood ControlChannelofthe
SanFernandoValley. Ittellsthehistoryof theethnic
peoplesofCalifornia,andmuchlifetheproposalfor
Western, panelsand piecesare continually added
over theyearsas life continues and new historyis
created.




Methodology

In designing an interactive mural, the hope is to not only illustrate Western’s current sustainability
oncampusbutemphasize theneedformoresustainableaction. Inorderfortheuniversitytobecome
more sustainable it will require a“all hands in” approach, meaning that students, faculty, and staff areall
stakeholdersintheproject, becauseeachroleof thecampuscommunityisrequiredforrealchangeto
happen. The behavior of the entire campus community needs to be addressed.

Researchshowsthat whenindividuals sign a petitionor pledge, they are more likely to follow
through with a behavior change. For this reason, the mural installation will contain a section at the end for
viewerstosigntheirnameandpledgeachangeinactionontheirpart, beitworkingtowardszerowaste,
conserving energy in their home, reducing their carbon footprint, or a variety of other missions that could
be presented through the artwork. In figuring out the specific content of the mural, a variety of
approachescouldaidinfocusing the design. Apreliminarystep couldinvolve asurvey sent out tothe
campus community simply asking what visuals they would be inspired by from a project like this. A
further question could ask what sustainability actions on campus they are already aware of. The answers
tothissecond questionwould helpillustrate which sustainability movementsare already visible on
campus and aware of by the community, thusilluminating which should be focused on further.

Outcomes/Results

Basedonourworkfromthisproject, we learned many things. One thingwe learnedissome best
behavior change strategies. One great behavior change strategy is through individuals actually physically
whitingdownagoal of theirown. Because of thiswe havedecidedtoimplementanareaof the tunnelfor
people to leave comments and or goals on and sign their name.

Asateamwehave comeupwithsomemajorgoalsof oursfortheinstallation. These goalswereto
have something that teaches sustainability and or makes the sustainability/unsustainability at Western
clearandisabletobeusedyearafteryear. So, because of that our teamwas thinking of a collapsible
tunnel that has messages of Western’s sustainability in and outside of it.

Withthisprojectwelearnedmanythingsforuspersonally. Onethingwelearnedisthatitisvery
valuabletotalktoaVvarietyof peoplewhoareexperiencedindoingsimilar projectsbecause theygive
greatadvice. Anotherthingisthatitishelpfultoinvolve the publicinthe designprocessinordertoget
betterresults. Wealso learned that youshould thinkabout the people who are going to be seeing this
project. Makingsure the contentwillattractiveandengaging to peoplewhile atthe same timehave
people walking away from it with the message you were trying to portray.



Recommendations

Werecommend tobuildaninteractive mural tunnelinred square. Themainstructure willbe
made of plywood. The interior and exterior will be a mural composed of paint, eco-friendly products, and
recycled and reused materials.

We will allow for about six months to construct and build the entire structure. The plywood will
cost about $1000, paints about $2000, building materials about $1200, installation costs will be about
$300, the artist/artists will be payed about $5000, and insurance will be about $500. One way to get this
money could be through a SAF grant another could be a Creative Development grant. Wewould first
need to apply for this grant in order to get it.

The artists of the tunnel could be art and environmental students at Western. We could make this
aninternship forthesestudentsasanincentivetodotheart. Wewillhirearesidentartisttolead the
group of Western students in creating the mural.

Themuraltunnelwillhave the abilitytodeconstructandreconstructandstorewhenitisnotin
use. This ability will be valuable to our stakeholders who will remain on Western’s campus for many years
tocomeandtheywillhave theoptionof pullingitoutannually. ThereisastoragebuildingonWestern’s
campus in the basements of buildings where the mural could be kept whenitis notinuse. Contact
Francis Halle, space administration, for more information. Itisrecommended that this mural tunnel be
takenoutduringspringquarterwhentherewillbe nice weatherand more people outside. Weplanfor
fallquartertobethetimewhenthereisacalltostudent’sinterest, toworkwitharesidentartist,andto
source materials. Inwinterquarter therewillbe time foreach student topaintapanel. Thenspring
quarterwillbethequarterwhentheinstallationisdemonstrated. Wealsowanttomakesurethismural
hastheabilitytoadaptandchangeovertheyearsasknowledge onsustainability willlikelychange over
the years.

The exterior of the mural will have intriguing questions onit that will attract students, staff, faculty,
andcommunitymemberstowalkinsideofthetunnel. Theinteriorofthetunnelwillbethemuralpainted
bythegroupofstudentsandtheresidentartist. Therewillalsobeareasofblankspacesforyearstocome.

This is how the tunnel will be interactive.
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Monitoring and Evaluation

Toassess whether this project’s activitiesare on track, we have created a timeline with clear goals.
Fallquarteriswhentheinterestsofstudentsaregatheredandtheyworkwitharesidentartisttosource
material. Winter quarter is when each student will create their panel. And spring quarter will be when the
mural is to be demonstrated.

Toassess whether this project is educative, efficient, has animpact, isrelevant, and is
sustainable, we will read the comments left by students, staff, faculty, and community members. This
can be counted upaswellasthesignatures. Thesheerlevelofattendeestotheartinstallationwillalso
giveusanideaof how successful this project has been.

Conclusion

Thisreportincludes a detailed plan for our art installation project. Our overall goal istoincrease
the awareness of the sustainability or lack thereof on Western’scampus. Andinthe end, wehope
students, staff, faculty members, and community members who experience our mural, walk away with
moreknowledgeonsustainabilitythantheyhadpriortoexperiencingourmural. Wehavealsoincluded
inthisreporthowwearrivedatsomeof ourideasandwhat happenedasaresult of thoseideas. Thereis
also an overview of what we plan to do, how, how much it will cost, and how we are keeping the
considerations of our stakeholders in mind.

Imagination is important! The
actual images included in the mural
have yet to be determined and their
design is the next stage to this
project. Included here are a few
examples of murals from around
theworld to help provoke thought
and demonstrate the emotional
power of art.




