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Imagine... 

You are a new student coming onto Western's 

campus for the 1st time: 

 

• Would you know exactly how to recycle or 

compost? 

• Would you know where to go to eat, buy, 

and act sustainably? 

• And just to clarify, do you have any idea 

what sustainability really means? 

 



Executive Summary 

 

Sustainably Oriented Students (SOS) 

 

A green orientation introducing new students to 

the sustainable practices on and off Western 

Washington University's campus 

WWU's Legacy / Statement of Need / Project Description / Budget 



Western Washington 

University 



Statement of Need 

New student accessibility to the legacy of 

Western, knowledge and resources available 

is critical in order to uphold this standard 



Bellarmine High School Senior Survey 

 

 

 

"What does sustainability mean to you?" 

 

"Which one of these is renewable?" 

 

Statement of Need 



Statement of Need 

Freshmen Focus Group 

 
"In your own words, explain sustainability" 

 

"Did you have any prior knowledge of sustainability before 

coming to Western?" 

 

"If there was a Green Guide, would you use it?"  

 

Findings: 

o A guide would be a good idea (with images) 

o They would utilize it  

 

 



Who else has done this? 



Project Description 

Phase 1 (Pilot): 

• Create a "Green Survival Guide" (GSG):  

o How to recycle and compost  

o Reduce energy and water use 

o Sustainable places to shop and eat in Bellingham, 

o Environmental programs and clubs on campus 

Phase 2: 

• Distribute GSG v.2 to freshmen students 

living in the dorms 

o Reusable, flexible binder with information 



WWU Green Survival Guide 

• 10 pages 

• Book-style 

• Pictures of recycling 

facilities on campus 





Project Description 

Phase 3 (Future): 

 

• Create an online version for students to 

access year-round (both on and off campus) 

on the school's sustainable webpage  

http://www.wwu.edu/sustain/ 

 

• Welcome letter introducing newly accepted 

students to WWU's environmental legacy 

they are inheriting 



Evaluating the Success of the GSG 

-Surveys & focus groups for Freshmen 

Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors 
o Viking Sustainability Literacy Survey  

 

-Identify needs for improvement and refinement 

of GSG 

 

-For Web Page: monitor traffic 



Budget 

• Printing of Green Survival Guides, color, with 

a glossy matte cover 
o 2,000 copies at $1,851.30 from Printing Services 

 

• Web page creation & upkeep 
o May become another job duty for an employee in the 

Office of Sustainability 

 



Imagine... 

The graduating students from Western: 

• Continue to practice the sustainable 

practices they learned here 

• They will provide leadership in their 

communities by leading by example 

• Proliferate the legacy of WWU's 

sustainability 

 

This was all because of the visionary 

leadership of WWU and the publication of the 

Green Survival Guide 

 



Conclusion 

In order to maintain, and advance, the 

standards and legacy of Western Washington 

University, we highly recommend the creation 

and distribution of the Green Survival Guide 

for the Sustainably Oriented Students 

proposal. 
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