
Creating a Defensible SpaceCreating a Defensible Space
By creating a defensible space, along with making changes to a
structure, the odds of your property surviving a wildfire dramatically
increase.
0-5 feet from home: This zone is the most stringent. It is key to make
sure that there is little to no brush within this zone. It's also key to
make sure that decks or other structures are free from debris, and
that there aren't any other fuel sources like mulch placed up against
the home. 
5-30 feet from home: Within the 5 to 30 foot zone it is recommended
to maintain separation between trees. It is also key to remove ladder
fuel or brush that can help fires move from the ground to trees
crowns. Firewood piles should also be covered if possible. 
30-100 feet from home: This extended zone is used as a means of
slowing an approaching fire. if you have the ability it is a good ideas
to space out trees. It is also a good measure to limit brush buildup in
this area as much as possible.



Becoming a FIREWISE CommunityBecoming a FIREWISE Community
For many homeowners, the extended zone (30-100 ft) can include other neighbors’ property. This is why conversation with
neighbors is important to wildfire mitigation. If the properties surrounding your own home are also made resistant to wildfires,
this will furhter reduce the likelihood of damages to your property. By starting this conversation in your community, you could
potentially work towards becoming a Firewise community. 
A Firewise community is a community that’s taken a broad range of measures including reducing home risk, and extending their
defensible space in an effort to become more resistant to wildfire property damage. The benefit of working towards being a
Firewise Community is that you be able to collaborate with others to work towards a common goal of wildfire risk reduction.
Neighborhoods will be able to follow a framework that provides specific actions for reducing risk. Communities will also be able
to learn more about wildfire safety and ecology. 
Wildfire risk reduction is more than just an individual project. This is a much larger effort than solely reducing risk on your
property. Fire easily spreads from one property to the next. Working with your neighbors to reduce overall fire risk is key to limit
the spread of wildfires within your community, and move towards making your neighborhood wildfire resistant. 

More helpful resources...

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/firewise-communities/

