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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WREXBUZBrS8

The Life of a Strawberry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WREXBUZBrS8


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WREXBUZBrS8


Have many people can 
relate to this 
experience?



Residential Waste Sector WA State



What’s the problem in Skagit?

Skagit County is producing too much organic waste

- Residents are unaware County offers curbside compost pick up
- Residents lack education of what can go into the compost bins

NEED:
- More promotion for mixed organics collection service & use
- Overall reduced food waste 



Solutions 
focused on
Outreach & 
education

Goals  
- Compost education
- Food waste/source reduction

Solutions 
- Social media outreach
- Bus ads
- Education in schools
- Policy Development



Skagit County Social Media



King County 

Twitter & Facebook





- WTA had over 4.7 million 
boardings in 2016

- 38 riders/hour (average)



Love Your Leftovers
Fin  d a t  uc  ti  n e

              @s a t                @Ska un A



LaConner School District Food Services 
- Composting all food waste since 2012
- Average elementary school produces: 45-90 pounds/year per 

student
- LaConner elementary produces 2.7-5.4 pounds/year per 

student 
- Georgia Johnson 



Whatcom County
•Bellingham pilot school, Geneva Elementary 

•Fifth Grade Students

•Pamphlets and brochures 



Pilot Schools

Cafeteria waste station

Presentations
Waste Audits



Skagit County Budget 
$5,000-8,000 

-

Bus ads
- Staff hours
- Design & printing

Social media 
upkeep

- Staff hours

School programs
- Staff hours
- One-time cost to 

establish a cafeteria 
waste station



Timeline
 

Prior 1-6 months
(Initial)

6-12 months

Increase media 
usage

Bus advertisements Waste audits 
complete

Pilot school found School presentations New schools

Current waste stats Prep for next school 
year



Tracking Success
Semi-annual reports

Increase in number of schools committed 
to food waste reduction education

Compost collection subscribers



Policy Development

- Seattle has mandated food waste composting since 2015

- Mt. Vernon as a pilot

- Nearly 100% of King County offers curbside compost 

collection

City of Seattle “require that residents and businesses do not put food 
scraps, compostable paper, yard waste, and recyclables in their 
garbage”



Single-Family Household
King County Municipalities 



Solution 
Summary

 
Social Media 

outreach

Bus ads

Education in public 
school

Policy Development 


